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CARMEL CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

ERIC M. STARK 

Acting Superintendent of Schools 

 

July, 23, 2020 

 

Dear Carmel Community: 

 

I hope this finds you and your families well and enjoying the summer. I wanted to provide an 

update on our plans for re-opening our schools in September.  

 

Last week we received guidance from the NYS Department of Health and from the NYS 

Education Department (NYSED).  We are also working with the Putnam County Department of 

Health and are in contact with districts in our region to share information that can assist in our 

planning. While we have actively been working on developing our plans since early June, these 

documents and our conversations with local school districts and others provides us with both 

clarity and flexibility as we continue to develop a plan for Carmel Schools. 

 

At the July 21, 2020 Board of Education meeting, our Re-Entry Core team members presented 

information about the responsibilities and objectives for each area we are addressing in our plan.  

Please take a few minutes to review this presentation on our website.  You may also be interested 

in viewing the video of that portion of the meeting. We have also provided a tool for our 

community to submit questions. 

 

As we approach the July 31 deadline to submit our re-entry plan to NYSED please know our teams 

are working diligently so that students and staff may return to our schools in some capacity this 

Fall.  We do this with these guiding principles in the forefront: 

 

• Ensure the safety and well-being of all students and employees. 

• Promote equity and accessibility to learning for all students. 

• Provide instructional delivery systems to meet the needs of all students. The plan will 

include continuity of learning, alignment with NYS standards and regular substantive 

interaction between teachers and students. 

• Foster positive relationships and interactions 

 

By July 31, we will post on our website, information that outlines our plan, protocols and 

procedures.  Our plans are intentionally designed for flexibility in the event we must quickly pivot 

from one of the three models to another based upon infection rates in our County/region (the 3 

models include all students returning, all students distance learning, and a hybrid of in-school and 

distance learning).  

 

In the meantime, here are some steps you can take to prepare your children for September.  

 

http://www.carmelschools.org/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Pre-K_to_Grade_12_Schools_MasterGuidence.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/reopening-schools/recovering-rebuilding-and-renewing-spirit-new-yorks-schools-reopening-guidance
http://www.nysed.gov/reopening-schools/recovering-rebuilding-and-renewing-spirit-new-yorks-schools-reopening-guidance
https://echalk-slate-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/private/groups/78588/site/fileLinks/536b0dae-b3a6-4794-a7e9-147f004e698c?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJSZKIBPXGFLSZTYQ&Expires=1910874822&response-cache-control=private%2C%20max-age%3D31536000&response-content-disposition=%3Bfilename%3D%22ReEntry%2520Team%2520Overview%25207-21-20.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&Signature=a%2FkOu1kA9cgPmiMjUj4sNLJsBo4%3D
https://ensemble.lhric.org/Watch/Dc95FnMi
https://bit.ly/2WMNBnd
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 Teach and model for your children how to maintain social distancing and use of a face 

covering outside the home.  

 Emphasize proper hygiene with your children including washing hands and avoiding 

touching their faces.  

 Purchase or make a personalized face covering for your child. The District will provide 

face coverings if needed.  

 Try to be as positive as possible about back-to-school. The current situation is difficult in 

many ways and we will continue to face challenges.  

 Continue to check our COVID-19 website for information and updates. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have questions or concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Eric M. Stark 

Acting Superintendent of Schools 
 
 

http://www.carmelschools.org/
https://www.carmelschools.org/groups/78589/covid19/home_page

